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8:30 am      Registration/refreshments 
 
9:00  am     Welcome 
 
9:15 am      Japanese Gardens: History, 
Philosophy, and Picking Materials for 
Your Project 
Al Pfeiffer owner of Oriental Garden 
Supply, LLC, Pittsford, NY. The twin 
themes of gardening and pursuit of things 
Oriental have dominated Al’s avocational 
interest from early on. Trips to Japan over 
the past 20 years touring Japanese gardens 
crystallized the focus, and a full-blown 
love affair with plant materials that give the 
Japanese garden its unique character began. 
Maples, pines & bamboo typify the 
Japanese garden aesthetic. Come explore 
not just the plants, their culture, training, 
and maintenance, but the bones and the 
philosophy behind the Japanese garden, to 
help you realize your garden vision. 
 
10:30 am    Break/refreshments 
 
10:45 am    Gardening with Native 
Perennials 
Ellen Folts, owner and operator of 
Amanda’s Garden, Springwater, NY. She 
will use a slide presentation that will help 
gardeners visualize using many interesting 

and different native perennials in their 
gardens. Many native perennials can be 
added to existing gardens or whole gardens 
can be done using only natives. Many 
native species can help solve gardening 
problems such as water logged soils or too 
much shade. Woodland, wetland and 
prairie gardens will be discussed. 
 
Noon           Buffet Lunch 
 
1:00 pm      Gardening in 
Containers 
Charlie Mazza, Horticulture 
Department, Cornell University. Gardens 
in containers can brighten up any open 
space or corner outside your house. They 
are portable and versatile supplements to 
the landscape or specialty garden. 
Understanding the container, the soil mix, 
watering, fertilizing and what plants to use 
can extend your garden to new places. 
Explore the wide range of containers 
available, including inexpensive plastics, 
hand made wood and more substantial 
crockery or stone products. Learn how care 
of plants in containers is similar or 
different from plants in-ground. 
 
2:15 pm      Door prizes and evaluations. 
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Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides equal program and employment opportunities. 



Dear Gardeners, 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ontario 
County is pleased to offer its annual Spring 
Symposium, organized by a committee of 
Master Gardener Volunteers. We hope that 
our speakers will inspire your spring 
planning. 
 
Program topics include: 
· Japanese Gardens: History, 

Philosophy, Picking Materials for 
Your Project with Al Pfeiffer, owner of 
Oriental Garden Supply, Pittsford, NY. 

· Gardening With Native Plants with 
Ellen Folts, owner/operator Amanda’s 
Garden, Springwater, NY. 

· Gardening In Containers with Charlie 
Mazza, Horticulture Department, Cornell 
University. 

 

The fee for this day long program is $40 
which includes lunch, registration and all 
hand-outs. 
 

We hope you will join us to gather ideas for 
your garden, as well as share a few of your 
own observations during lunch. If you have 
questions about home gardening, feel free to 
contact the Home and Grounds Program at 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, 585-394-
3977 x 436. 
 
 
 

Russell W. Welser 
Extension Educator 
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